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Vendor celebrate 2nd b birthday by 
ou a new name for the newspaper. — 


Mary Hur 
frene 
Stevenson 
and Gloria 
Rogers 
(left to 
right) talk 
about what 
seniors face. 
See story on Helping People Help Themselves 

pages 12-13. 
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B> YOUR VENDOR PAYS UP TO 60¢ PER COPY OF OUR VOICE » PLEASE BUY FROM BADGED VENDORS ONLY 


DEBT-TALK 


(The Debt Stress Line) 


423-DEBT 
samomor (3328) 


Bills unpaid? 
Gambling losses? 


Wages garnisheed? 
Collectors calling? 


Sheriff seizures? Other debts? 


Live Line: Mon-Fri 9 am to 5 pm 


After Hours: Record-A-Message & Callback Service 


Sponsored by: 

A.C. Waring & Associates Inc. 
Trustee in Bankruptcy 
Chartered Accountant 

Certified Insolvency Practitioner 
* Confidential e Professional 


« Free Consultation 


Making Art 


arrTstTream 


Did not finish High School? 
Want a College education? 
Artstream is your chance to complete 
a degree or diploma in the Visual Arts 


Art portfolio not ready? 
No problem. 
We offer portfolio workshops 
Call today! 


284-7636 or 1-800-251-8290 
ALBERTA COLLEGE OF ART & DESIGN 
1407 - 14 AVENUE NW 
CALGARY, ALBERTA 
T2N 4R3 
Alberta College of Art ALBERTA 
& Design A ‘Souveoe 


CALGARY 


Designed and produced by Artstream student Elyte 


ELEMONATORS 


will Check Your Vehicie On Site! 


BEFORE YOU BUY?! 


Basic - *#49.%* 


ELEMONATOR - *89."9 


* We Also Provide 
Insurance inspections 


Performed by a Licenced Mechanic 
From a Fully Equipped Mobile Unit 


7 Days a Week * 9am to 8pm 


inane o 448-5 313 


SER VIN G EDMONTON 


Kissing pike on the fishy lips dangerous 


with it along the river bank before planting a 
kiss on its pikey lips, whereupon the disgruntled 


People do some very weird things in the name 
of fishing. Witness the man who recently plant- 
ed dynamite along stretches of the River Wye in 
his efforts to catch an elusive carp. “He was a 
wily bastard and drastic measures were needed,” 
explained the fanatical fisherman. Still more 
bizarre were events in Russia, where a man 
snogged a giant pike. Sergei Stzich, 40, had land- 
ed many fish in his time, but none as magnifi- 
cent as the 10 pound pike he brought ashore 
near his home town of Konakovo. So delighted 
was he with his catch that he proceeded to waltz 


Pistachio nuts ride 


Railway employees have been going increasingly 
berserk, as demonstrated by London 
Underground worker Michael Topping, recently 
arrested for biting a commuter on the ear. “The 
Northern Line just gets worse and worse,” 
opined one eyewitness. Mr Topping was posi- 
tively restrained, however, compared to Indian 
ticket inspector Pandit Chanderphal, who 


almost decapitated a man for shelling a single 2 
7stachio nut on his train. Mr Chande Tphal C7 
of Delhi, was by all accounts one of the strictest 


train guards on the subcontinent, regularly 


creature bit him on the nose. “I couldn’t get it 
off,” explained the agonized angler. “I asked 

another man for help, but he thought it was a 
tumour and said cancer was incurable.” z 
Eventually Mr Stzich was forced to drive 30 
miles to the local hospital where the pike was 
removed, along with the end of his proboscis. VOICE 
“I'm telling people it’s a war wound,” he said. 

“To lose your nose to a fish is more thana man — PAIL 


7 


can bear.” <% 1996 


OUR 


the rails to collapse 


attacking passengers who dropped litter or 
talked too loudly. On this particular occasion he 
was doing his rounds when he spotted a passen- 
ger surreptitiously dropping a pistachio shell on 
the floor. “He screamed ‘What! Nuts!” recalled 
the unwitting traveller, “and then pushed my 
head out of the window into the path of an 
oncoming train. It missed me a half an ipc 


other passengers a ar since heen 


the first step on 


the road ti 


istacni luts are 


social collapse,” he explained. + 


Dozy thieves get sia up in work 


After a bumper year in 1995, thieves are getting 
sloppy. In Christchurch, New Zealand, burglar 
Evan Berk was arrested after leaving his wallet, 
complete with name and address, at the scene of 
the crime. “Berk by name, utter berk by nature,” 
said one policeman. In Malaysia, meanwhile, 
police had an even easier task after a thief left 
not just his wallet but his entire self at the scene 
of the crime. Changar Prasthaluma, of Kuala 
Lumpur, was in the process of robbing a local 


Other public spirited citizens have been foiling 
robbers with a variety of unlikely objects. In 
Yorkshire, 11-year-old Rachel Dorey attacked a 
mugger with her pogo stick after he śnatched 
her mother’s handbag. “I just had to save my 
mum, so I picked up the pogo stick and let fly,” 
said the diminutive heroine. In San Diego, 
meanwhile, a robber was incapacitated by an old 
lady with a watermelon. Greta Bulbus, 81, was 
knitting when she heard screams from the shop 
beneath her flat. “I knew immediately it was a 


office when he spied a duvet in the corner. “It 
was a Battlestar Galactica duvet, with spaceships 
on the front,” he explained. “I was feeling tired, 
so I thought, ‘Why not, just for a minute.” He 
duly curled up under the tempting coverlet and 
promptly fell asleep, in which state he was 
found the next morning by office workers. “We 
poked him and said “Wake up, criminal’,” said 
the company manager. “But he farted and said, 


1” & 


‘Later mummy, l'll do it later.” < 


lelons: Fighting crime from above 


robbery,” she explained, “Because someone 
shouted “Give me the money!’ which you don’t 
say if you're a regular shopper.” Mrs Bulbus 
looked out of her window and spotted a man on 
the pavement brandishing a gun. “He was right 
underneath me,” she said. “So I picked up a 
watermelon, shouted “Melons away!’ and 
dropped it on his head.” The robber is currently 
in hospital, recovering from a fractured skull. 
“Melons have become a major force in the fight 
against crime,” admitted one police officer. < 


Above artic les ; compiled I Jy Paul Sussman in The Big Issue, London England’s street- sold magazine. 


ove 


OUR 
VOICE 
APRIL | 


1996 


-T pee Oc on ost ze 


Mad 


B T C W A 


# 


“Tve got busi 


cards comin 
says Ed who seis OUR VOIC 


and 3rd 


7g 
hat will they read? He changes the subject. 
This year on the street he was glad to be 
“totally winterized” with boots, toque and 
gloves. Special thanks to “one guy who gave me a 
parka in January. It has a big hood and is real nice. 
Worth a lot of money. He’d just bought himself a new 
one and he’s my size so it fits good.” 


Ed was born and raised in Calgary. He has some 
qualifications following a Grade 10 education. He 
earned his cook’s papers and bartending ticket at SAIT 
in 1984. He says the training was a blast and it was a 
very good course. He has experience, too, working in 
restaurants. 


But he walks with a painful limp. It’s a combination 
of mild cerebral palsy, a shorter left leg, and a bone 
fusion operation on his foot seven years ago. The oper- 
ation didn’t help much. It put him right out of work. 
“I hadn’t worked in 5-1/2 years when I heard about 
OUR VOICE,” he says. “Dennis (Fryklund) who used 
to live in my grandmother's house in Kensington told 
me about it. I thought I’d give it a whirl. I started in 


The people who bring 
you OUR VOICE 


This newspaper exists because of 
the efforts of the people who sell it 


to you on the street, the vendors. 
For our vendors OUR VOICE is 
a job that helps them to be inde- 
pendent and self-employed. Each 

issue we highlight one of our ven- 
dors in Vendor Profile to let you 

know a little bit about the people 
who bring you OUR VOICE. + 


~~ April or May last year. This feeds the w 


Authorized 
Vendor 


All OUR VOICE vendors are required to wear an ID badge (contents above) and abide by a code of conduct. 


Pet S.W. ngii Calgary. 


and I. 
Welfare doesn’t give us much. By the time you pay the 
rent and the bills you’re almost broke again.” 


He's in the downtown five days a week to sell 
papers for as long as he can handle it. “I’m not 
supposed to be on my feet more than an hour at a 
time now,” he says. On weekends he sells closer to 
home in Kensington. 

Home is an apartment found through Calhomes 
with a second bedroom available for Lynn’s two sons, 
ages 7 and 8, to come to visit. They live in Strathmore 
with her parents. “They treat them good,” says Ed. 
“They do things for them that we can’t do. They put 
them in hockey and things like that.” 


Hockey was never an option for Ed. “I'd like to 
learn something to get me off my feet,” he says. 
Welfare is encouraging him to tackle some schooling 
through the Alberta Vocational Centre. “They keep 
trying to match me up with something I can do. 
But, if I’m not able to retrain I'll try again for AISH 
(Assured Income for the Severely Handicapped). 
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= Vendor Name 


“AISH keeps turning me down.” 


But, if money was no object, Ed says he’d open up 
a restaurant or a small lounge. It would be Western 
cooking. “I cook a mean steak!” he says. “I don’t let 
my wife cook at all.” 
Ed is proud of Lynn. She's learning to put her past 
in the past. She’s getting her act together, losing a 
weight, working out at a gym, and starting to feel bet- > 
ter. They married four years ago. “We were going to be 
married September 4th,” he says, “but a friend of hers 
had two free tickets for The Phantom that night. I’m 
not into that stuff and it was too good for them to 
miss. So, we were married the next day.” 


Someone else Ed would like to thank is his cus- 
tomer, Jean, who is like a second grandmother to 
him. “She gives me a loonie every time she goes by. 
She’s sweet.” His own grandmother who took him in 
and finished raising him, passed away a year ago. 
And he'll now tell youw-what’s on his business card: 
ED’S BARTENDING. “For weddings and private 
parties,” he says. <% 


Í Number 


Authorized by 
OUR VOICE VENDOR’S CODER 
e | will be sober at all times while working g 
e | will be polite to all members-of the public 
* | will vend only in areas that are authorized 


If you have any comments about our vendors, phone our distribution manager in your city (see page 5). 


The paper should be called “Spare Change Lite” 


agree with “Sean” 

(Letters in the 
March 1 issue). The 
paper should be called 
“Spare Change Lite”. 
Nothing to ruffle any 
feathers. But then, no 
bones, either. 


What’s the matter with 
feather-ruffling or cold, hard 
facts, such as how people sur- 


To the manager, 
Save-On Foods 


have been buying the news- 
paper OUR VOICE from the 
exit of Save-On Food on 


Calgary Trail for the past sever- 


al months. On cold days the 
vendor has been able to stand 
at the exit inside the double 
doors of your store to sell his 


newspapers, and, like the 
other vendors of this publica- 
tion I have encountered, he 
has caused no disruption of 
my business. Some building 
managers in the city of 
Edmonton have not allowed 
vendors for OUR VOICE to 
stand inside their buildings, 
no matter what the weather 
conditions outside are, in fear 
that it would cause discomfort 
to their clients or customers to 


The things 
they say!!! 


5 (Who? Uh, you 
know, them!) 


vive after being kicked off wel- 
fare or AISH? Why? How did 
people survive the cold spells? 
After having read again the 
letter in the March issue, T'I] 
have to admit that there’s a 
gleam of hope - if you keep it 
up. There just might be a 
feather or two ruffled. + 
E. MCROBBIE 
CALGARY 


“I am middle of the road, 
middle brow, middle class 
and middle England.” 

- Sir Christopher Bland, 
new BBC chairman 


“You look wonderful with 
your clothes on.” 

- The Princess of Wales on meeting 
Baywatch star David Hasselhoff 


“A grunt can do far more than 
a paragraph of text.” 
- Actor Al Pacino 


“I did not expect to come across 
such a thick concentration of sad, 
ill-adjusted, egotistical, cruel, 
deluded, ruthless, two-faced 
Napoleons. And that’s just in the 
world of classical music.” 

- Waldemar Januszcak, Channel 4’s 
commissioning editor for arts. 


see people in need. I am glad 
that I patronize a store which 
openly acknowledges that the 
poor exist even in the suburbs. 
I encourage you to keep up 
your support of those in need 
in our community and assure 
you that it is appreciated by 


The spare change newspaper 


The one person 
Who understands 


ç many people may or may 
not understand the secrets 


and harshness of the street. 


See 


your customers. Not only will | 
continue to shop at Save-On, 
but I will also encourage my 
friends to do so as well. + 
K.A. GARRISON 
EDMONTON 
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uconoi, aru 
the way of life. You might 
have friends one minute, if 
one has a few dollars in the 
pocket. When the dollars are 
gone, so are the friends. 

The next day, the person 

picks for bottles, looks in the 
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gs and violence is 


garbage for anything of value 
so he could make the money 
again for friends. 


To stay in the back alleys 
or stairways for a night, too 
ashamed to ask friends for 
a bed. 


Not only the person suf- OUR 
fers, but dignity and 


: vol 
pride are torn. az 


One person in hundreds APRILI 
has the heart and respect igy 
of the person in need. 

The one person that tries p 
to understand what goes 

on with the life of the 

street. That person puts 

his or her job on the line, 

to help and care for the 

person in need: But then 

that person is not only 

called for counselling by 
psychologists, but also 

asked to leave his or her 

place of employment, or 

his or her volunteering. 


SO respected anne 
by so many, why are the “big 
bosses” so biased against such 
a wonderful person. + 


From the all vendors, 


A.M. CHIEF 
EDMONTON 
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EDITORIAL * Opinion 


[ts Our Vom: 


The spare change newspaper 


ing this newspaper's name. Just when a lot of people 

had Spare Change figured out, we’re changing it. 
For good reason, we think. Simply put, the vendors 
asked that the name be changed. 

It doesn’t work very well to be standing on a street 
corner, trying to flog a newspaper by calling out “spare 
change”. The vendors say it sounds too much like pan- 
handling, like begging. 

They take selling the newspaper seriously. This is 
their job, their business, and it isn’t panhandling. They 
take pride in the work, and in the newspaper. 


Not all vendors insist that every buyer take the news- 
paper they pay for. Often people will pay, give a dollar or 
two, and then say, “but keep the paper, I already have a 
copy.” It’s very generous. It’s the spirit of generosity that 
makes this newspaper possible. Some vendors don’t 


Ke-imvesting? 


he Albe ernennt rec AI 
flyer, vari Talk, delivered dort to ITA What 
to do with all the money we’ve saved? they are asking. 

A lot of Our Voice newspaper vendors didn’t receive 
the government flyer delivered in their mailbox. Many 
don’t have a mail box, for one thing. Could it be that 
government is going to get very little response to its sur- 
vey from some of the people who have been most affect- 
ed by the cuts? Some of the poorest people in the 
province are the least likely to type out a letter replying 
to the Straight Talk survey. Well-educated and well- 
employed people are much more likely to have the time, 
inclination and pen and paper handy, to reply. Who will 
the government be listening to? 


To balance out a bit, we thought we’d ask some ven- 
dors for their opinions. 


“Yes, put the public’s money into helping the disadvan- 


j t's Our Voice! We are taking the brash step of chang- 


taged. Let them learn and start to earn their own living, now offer to do a bit of skin grafting. It’s pretty cosmetic. | hope 
instead of depending on taxpayers 1a The little Straight Talk leaflet and questionnaire : 
“Look at it this way, I don’t have a home or pay taxes. doesn’t cut it. The government should do a much better people like 
Some of the old-timers and disabled, they've had their job of listening to Albertans who are hurt by its policies. my new 
money for help cut off.” They should follow one of the recommendations from y : 
“Raise welfare for one thing, a couple of hundred dol- the Quality of Life Commission and do province-wide, spring 


lars, at least. We don’t have enough to live on. Hire a 
bunch of people, get us jobs.” 


mind a bit, they hold on to the paper, it’s one they can 
sell twice, without having to shell out 60 cents for 
another copy. Money in their pocket. Some vendors 
object, though. They aren’t there for charity, they’re sell- 
ing you something. They’re not asking for spare change, 
they’re selling Our Voice. 

So some vendors found the Spare Change name 
embarassing, even humiliating. 

Choosing a new name wasn’t easy. Everybody had 
suggestions, there were lots of ideas to pick from. 
We wanted a name that explained the paper. We quickly 
recognized the VOICE part as important. A primary role 
of this publication is to voice the concerns of people 
who aren’t publicly heard from. It’s not that often that 
poor people are scrummed by reporters looking for a 
comment on, say, welfare cuts. Poorer people have little 
public voice, and that is part of this paper's job. 


ur Vore says: 


-Mto the sid 


“A wage to = he ative Ne) oy can Fire Orn 


“Implement policies that make business socially 
responsible. For example, guaranteeing a decent mini- 
mum wage rather than the $5.40 an hour slave rate.” 

The poor people are very clear about what “deficit 
cutting” has meant for them, real hardship. They’ve paid 
the hardest price. 

The Quality of Life Commission, which listened to 
people to hear about the effects of cuts, just came out 
with its report on the impact on Albertans. (See pages 10 
and 11 for an excerpt from the report.) Many of its 
recommendations are to put the money back into the 
people programs it was gouged away from in the first 
place. But the fact is, government has hacked away a 
huge chunk of social spending, and is only offering to 
put a little back. They’ve cut right into the bone, and 


grass-roots hearings to really listen to people. + 
KEITH WILEY 
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But what to put with voice? Street voice? Vendors’ 
voice? Neighbour’s Voice? It had to be personal, real and 
human. But the group of people included in this voice is 
really quite widely varying. People who sell the paper, 
and people who struggle with very low resources, come 
from many different lives and backgrounds. There was 
no one word to describe this whole community. But it is 
a community, an US. And this is OUR newspaper. 

So, to celebrate the paper's second birthday on the 
prairies (the first prairie edition came out in April of 
1994!), we have re-christened it. We held celebrations 
in Edmonton and Calgary with a crowd of vendors. 
The whole crowd joined together to shout it out... 

“It's OUR VOICE!” + 


isten to people 
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¢ M.J. Buchanan ¢ Linda Dumont ¢ Tom Hind 

e Candy Watson © Michael Walters Glasel 

e Susan Andrews for the crossword puzzle Allison Kydd 
e Jeff Page ¢ Richard Horne ¢ Lorne Callaghan 

e Ed Gould. * Marjorie Bencz ¢ Mark Shafirovitch 

* John Zapantis © Pieter de Vos * Loretta Daubert + 


Call the Editor Toll Free 1-800-882-5954 


VOICE! 
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Centre Church Corporation nity for economically marginalized people in our society Letters sent to the editor are assumed to be for publication, reproduced in any form without written permission from 
General Manager: Gord Poschwatta while communicating about their issues to the public. unless otherwise indicated. OUR VOICE welcomes OURVOICE. 

Editor: Keith Wiley For advertising rates and information, please written submissions, particularly those on IBM or Mac Opinions expressed in this newspaper are not necessarily 
Proofreader: Megan Collins contact Steve Rodda of SMRT Consulting at 944-1466 compatible computer disk. cartoons, photographs or those of OUR VOICE, the editors or publishers. % 


Design & Layout: Jang & Willson artwork. OUR VOICE cannot accept responsibility 


DESPERADO TOWING 


Helping You Get Back on the Road 


Fast, reliable, damage-free 
towing & boosting 


EDMONTON, ALBERTA Ph: (403) 478-7977 
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" Dawn Stars Sober Club & Deli x 
a Stony Plain Road & 153 Street hd 


481 8664 


Hours Of Operation 
Thursday 9 p.m. - 1 a.m. 


N A 
ue Friday 9 p.m. - 4 a.m. (18 & Older) ue 
ux Saturday 9 p.m. - 4 a.m. (Family Night) vr 
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David Kilgour M.P. 


Edmonton Southeast 


If you have a federal 


concem you want to discuss 


please telephone your 


constituency office at 


495-2149 


or write 
#300, 8616 - 51 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T6E 6E6 


Congratulations Spare Change on your 2nd Anniversary 
From all the good folks at 


D.N.L Welding 
= 6329 - 34A Avenue — 


Edmonton, Alberta 


T6L 1C9 
450-1793 


H i ! 
1: 

I make a living Shining Shoes 
—+ tire tower level of the Westin Hotel. 


May I be of Service ?? 
Come see me, my name is 


Gerry 


EMPIRE FINANCIAL GROUP 
Suite 410 - 340 12th Ave S.W. 

Calgary, Alberta T2R 1P5 

Bus: 269-1000 

Fax: 289-1418 

Res: 251-2611 


representing Empire Life 


Estate Brewing 


BEER & WINE MAKING SUPPLIES 


Wholesale er Distribution Warehouse 
#100, 17808-105 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB T5S 2H5 

Ph: (403) 496-7661 Fax: (403) 481-6855 
Retail Outlets in Edmonton 
MillWoods 
6119-28 Avenue 
450-9239 


West End 
10512-178 Street 
486-7568 


Sherwood Park 
Mills Haven Mall 
Broadmoor & Main 
449-4982 


15% OFF WITH COUPON. EXPIRES AUGUST 31, 1996 


North Side 
North City Centre 
13246-137 Avenue 

457-4890 


in the questionnaire added 
ge s. These have all pr 


hesponse to reader survey 
es editor blush 


Stories about people, particularly the vendor 
profile, are the most-read parts of the paper. 
Many also mentioned the letters and editorial 
pages. Other readers suggested we drop the 
movie reviews and other entertaining pieces, 
“we can get that in other publications”. Another 
reader suggested we save that space for writing 
by vendors and other people, something you OUR 
can’t get anywhere else. 


“ Jg sure enjoyed and appreciated these great 
i people you write about. It’s a real genuine 
paper.” Comments like that one, written 
in on our reader survey, warm our hearts and 
make it all worth it. There were quite a few kind 
remarks added to the questionnaire we pub- 
lished in several issues late last year. Thank you 
to all the loyal readers who took the time to 
reply; there were over 60 of you. 


7 7 : VOICE 
You help to give us a good picture “There has been a steady 

of where we should be taking Our Kind remarks improvement,” was a sentiment APRILI 
Voice newspaper. and pointed echoed by several readers. 1996 


“T'm thrilled that the paper 
is coming out twice monthly 
next year!” 


More women than men buy the 
paper, and this is consistent with 
everything we've learned about 
our audience. Most readers are 
well-educated, and while they 
are not wealthy, they indicate 
they aren't right desperate either. Interestingly, 
28% of the respondents indicated that they live 
“cheque to cheque”. Most of those people, 81%, 
were women. In general readers are a sympa- 
thetic lot, ready to help people, and not too 
concerned about blaming poor people for the 
position they’re stuck in. 

Thanks again to ev 


criticisms as 


readers help out 


“I read it front to back.” with their views 


“I find it very direct. It shows a 
side that you don’t usually see in 
the media.” 


We blush! You are too kind. However, there 
were some pointed criticisms too: “Less govern- 
ment or society bashing. Be more positive, have 
more success stories.” Other readers were very 
focused in their criticism of parts of the paper, 
and many of the people who took the time to fill 
comments and sug- eryone who sent in the 
ven to he. efi vu Nake 5 ] 


4 Nis pape 


But most of the readers who responded were 
supportive of the concept. One respondent cap- 
tured the feeling: “Just raise the profile of social 
issues with real people stories, good and bad.” 

That’s just what we try to do each and every issue. 


KEITH WILEY 
EDITOR 


Participate in 


“Edmonton 2005: A Place For All” 


What is your vision for the future? 
“Edmonton 2005: A Place For All” is an initiative sponsored 
by The Muttart Foundation. Its purpose is to promote 
and support community discussion about a vision for our 
community and human service activity. There are many 
ways to get involved such as participating in a discussion 
group, filling in a questionnaire or providing written 
input. A discussion document, “Edmonton 2005: A Place For 
All” has been prepared to stimulate discussion. For copies 
of this discussion document and for further information 
please call Anne at 425-9616. 


Please get involved. 
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Er TON MERS 


Ernie Gambler-and Wings of 
Freedom sang some of the 
old-time songs in the church 
basement at the Native Opry in 
Edmonton’s inner city Sacred 
Heart Church. 

Over 100 people attended and 
enjoyed the music and perused 
the crafts, huge wooden 
rosaries, knitted goods, bead- 
work and more. 

Ernie and the band played 
a variety of count 
country and rock songs. Ernie is 
the lead guitarist, Kenny Badger 
plays rhythm guitar, Ron 
Gambler plays bass and Norman 
Labelle plays the drums. 

Joining Wings of Freedom were 
a number of other artists, Gail 
Osbak, Bob Squair, Reg 
Paquette, Laurie Latendre and 
Audrie Cardinal. 

Refreshments were served, 
everyone had a god time in 
relaxed and laid back atmosphere, 
and with such success another 


Opry is planned this month. # 
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16204 Fort Road, Edmonton, Alberta, Phone (403) 472-9019 


GLOBAL VILLAGE GIFTS 


220 Crowchild Trail N.W. 270-0631 
Calgary, Alberta 


Exotic handmade crafts from Third World artisans 


¢ Primitive Drums & Masks ¢ Soapstone 

* Exciting Jewelry * Beeswax Candles 
+ Shesham Boxes * Toys & Games 

¢ Ceramic Elephants 


GRACE Dearborn 


Grace Dearborn Inc. 

W-4 Industrial Park, P.O. Box 12 

Fort Saskatchewan, Alberta Tel: (403) 998-2208 
T8L 312 Fax:(403) 992-1500 


Groat Road Service (1976) Ltd. 


10704 Groat Road 


Checi.point 


Premier AUTO SERVICE FROM ESSO 


Ernie Gamblec and — TSM 3J8 
Phone: 454-1144 


his band were the 
core of the show. 


Are you open to a whole, new world of possibilities? 


< 
Gail Osbak 
belts it out. 


HOW MUCH MONEY IS ENOUGH... 
Regardless of one’s business experience, educa- 
tion, social standing, sex race, religion — even” 
regardless of past successes or failures -- if one is 
willing to leam what it takes and then take action, 
your dreams will come true. 
if you dream... 
you owe it to yourself to take a look! 
Owning your own successful home based 
business can be a reality. 
(403) 988-4935 
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Bob Squair took the 
stage for a set with 
Gail Osbak. 


KELLY MANAGEMENT 
& REALTY 

204 * 14218 STONY 
PLAIN ROAD 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
T5N * 3R3 

(403) 453 © 2555 

FAX: (403) 455 © 6778 


KIDSWEAR + 


Quality Consignment Kidswear 


11 Bellerose Drive 

St. Albert, AB Phone: (403) 459-5437 

T8N 5E1 (403) 459-KIDS 
Home: 487-3050 


Kind Supporters 


Thanks to the following 
businesses and organizations 
whose generous support helps 
make this newspaper possible 
each issue. 


A Capella Catering 
12704 - 110 Avenue Edmonton,AB 
454-2642 


Acro Automotive 
Service Centre 
5001 - 50 Avenue, 
Box 640 Calmar, AB 
985-2222 


Ana’s Herbal Tree 
4917 - 52 Avenue Stony Plain,AB 
963-2106 


Around Again Boutique 
4444.36 Avenue Edmonton,AB 
468-5059 


Artistic Bakery 
6820 - 104 Street Edmonton,AB 
434-8686 


Athletic & Relaxation Massage 
203, 25 St. Michael Street 

St. Albert, AB 

460-9679 


B & P Trailer Repair 

Services Ltd. 

21104 - 107 Avenue Edmonton,AB 
447-5032 


B.S.L. Machine Ltd. 
10020 - 29 Avenue Edmonton,AB 


Burn’s Health Care & Wellness 
Box 47 Site 210 RR 2 St.Albert,AB 
973 - 6741 


Catholic Health Association 
6R, 11111 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton,AB 

488-8074 


C & M Printing Service 
12038 - 77 Street Edmonton,AB 
471-5286 


Colorfast Corporation 
#1207, 8770 - 170 Street 
Edmonton,AB 

444.1168 


Consolidated Assets Recovery 
1905, 10015 - 13 Avenue NW 
Edmonton,AB 

448-5833 


Crown Life insurance Co. 
295 Kingsway Garden Mall 
Edmonton,AB 

424-3005 


Custom Glass Ltd. 
11771 - 167 Street Edmonton, AB 
452-6010 


C.W. Eavestrough Inc. 
9404 - 58 Avenue Edmonton,AB 
436-1100 


Dagwoods’s Deli & Restaurant 
3458 - 99 Street Edmonton,AB 
462-4568 


Donnan Before 
& After School Care 
7803 - 87 Street Edmonton,AB 
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Michael Henry 


Edmonton McClung Edmonton Centre 
Leader, Official Opposition Deputy Leader, Official Opposition 477-1233 482-5826 
444-4757 463-7937 


Debby Carlson Alice Hanson 
Edmonton Ellerslie Edmonton Highlands—Beverly 


Grant Mitchell 


Muriel Abdurahman Bruce Collingwood Bettie Hewes Karen Leibovici 
Clover Bar—Fort Saskatchwan Sherwood Park Edmonton Gold Bar Edmonton Meadowlark 
998-4740 449-1120 469-2833 484-4101 
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Mike Percy Howard Sapers Al Zariwny Gene Zwozdesky 


Edmonton Whitemud Edmonton Glenora Edmonton Strathcona Edmonton Avonmore 
438-7999 455-7979 434-2900 466-3737 


Congratulations Spare Change on your 2nd Anniversary 


Please feel free to contact any member of the Alberta Legislative Assembly with your thoughts and 
concerns. We are listening and working hard on behalf of disadvantaged persons across Alberta. 
1-800-77-GRANT / 1-800-774-7268 


Alberta Legislative Assembly * 601 Legislature Annex * 9718 - 107 Street e Edmonton, Alberta T5K 1E4 
Phone: (403) 427-2292 • Fax: (403) 427-3697 


Standin 


room On 
at Citizens 
Court 


BY ALLISON KYDD | ALLISON KYDD 


roomful 
A; 
people 
had braved that 
cold and blus- 
stery Novembe 
day. They'd 
bundled them- 
selves in extra 
clothing, waded 
through snow 


with cars which 

would rather have stayed at home. If they 

had no cars and lived too far away to walk, 
they arranged rides with friends, all for the sake 
of a ceremony. 


Because it was such a day, the collection of 
tropical accents and exotic complexions of 
many of the new Canadians made the occasion 
seem all the more impressive. All these people, 
many of them coming from places we native 
Canadians might call “paradise”, had made our 
country their country of choice. It made one 
feel rather humble . . . 


After all, these people weren’t born to this cli- 
mate. Yet here they were, in their heavy and 
unfamiliar coats, boots and mitts, swearing alle- 
giance to something which must still seem bit- 
terly foreign. 


Twenty-four different countries were repre- 
sented, from Poland to Korea, Australia to Iran. 
Sixty-nine people received their certificate and 
their warm smile, handshake and words of wel- 
come from Judge Margaret Osbaldeston. The 
toughest cynic would have had a difficult time 
staying unmoved. 


Some of us were there to show our support 
for Magdaleno, Carlos and Jorge Menjivar, once 
of El Salvador. We were a few parishioners from 
a lovely old church in Old Strathcona. We 
watched “our family” with affection and pride, 


Magdaleno, Jorge and Carlos Menjivar pose with Judge 
drifts, struggled Osbaldston and representative of the RCMP. 


knowing 
they'd 
encountered 
grief as well as 
joy since they 


non 
Edmonton. 


Cold climates 


it; one can grow 
accustomed to 
cold. The Menjivars have known other losses. 
When they arrived here as political refugees in 
December of 1991, they had to leave their past 
behind them. Learning a new language and 
way of life was a struggle. But the greatest 
tragedy struck them within a year and a half 

of their arrival. 


Wife, mother and grandmother, Adelina 
Menjivar was the lively hub of the family. When 
she became ill and died, it took great courage 
and strength of character for the other members 
of the family to carry on. Yet they didn’t lose 
heart, and now they have made what Judge 
Osbaldeston calls a “profound commitment” to 
our country. 


Since becoming Canadian citizens, 
Magdaleno and Carlos have taken their first visit 
back to El Salvador. Magdaleno especially 
enjoyed visiting his daughter and a grandchild 
he’d never seen. Carlos got married. Eighteen- 
year-old Jorge, somewhat to his chagrin, 
couldn't go because he’s still in school. 

What the judge said to the new Canadians 
was an ideal for us all to cling to: 


“Canada needs you,” said Judge Osbaldeston, 
“people who really care . . . during these difficult 
times, Canada must continue to be a model... 
together we can build a kind of Canada which is 
worthy of our pride . . .” % 
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Sonias Grocery 


Box 539, Hobbema, AB TOC 1NO 
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FRUIT TREE NURSERY 
LOCATED 30 MINUTES NORTH OF EDMONTON 
ON HWY 28 NEAR BON ACCORD 
THEN 2 KM NORTH ON LILLY LAKE ROAD 
PH (403) 921 3460 FAX (403) 921 3995 
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Quality of Life Commission reports 


Thanks to the following 
businesses and organizations. 
Dynasty Restaurant 
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Graham Construction 
9810 - 60 Avenue Edmonton,AB 
430-9600 


Grand Hotel 
10266 - 103 Street Edmonton,AB 
422-6365 


Haro janitorial Enterprise 
3520 - 113 Street Edmonton,AB 
436-1740 


Image Auto Clean 
Bay 8,8 Riel Drive St.Albert,AB 
458-9590 


Innovative Plastics Marketing 
11535 - 160 Street Edmonton,AB 
454-8162 


Jack Penfold 

Manufacturers Agent 

11526 - 82 Street Edmonton,AB 
474-2024 


JN] Parts Services 
12839 - 56 Street Edmonton,AB 
478-2086 


Leather Centre Ltd. 
7716 - 144 Avenue Edmonton,AB 
466-1856 


Lorne W. MacPhearson 


7870 jasper Avenue Edmonton, AB ff 


413-9542 


McCowans Discount 

Golf Centre 

5361 - 103 Street Edmonton, AB 
435-0304 


Michener Allen Auctioneering 
April 13,9:00 am 

Next Sale of over 1200 Cars, 
Trucks & RV's 

HWY 16 West Bevington Road 
Edmonton,AB 

470-5584 


McNamara Software 
9659 - 86 Avenue Edmonton,AB 
439-3617 


the Quality of 
Life Commission 


| o save money | 


poe Ey aLa 
stopped looking at 


Alberta ten years from 


now,” said commis- 
sioner Rev. Bruce 
Miller. “The costs of 
paying for broken 
families, unemploy- 
ment and a ravaged 
health and education 
system will be paid 


dearly down the road.” 


feeling burdened by numer- 
ous small demands on time 

and money, all resulting in a 
large and unreason- 

able burden. 


I increased handing 
of government 


and cash-strapped 

non-profit organi- 

zations. The issues 
of most concern for 
participants were: 

i Health care is being 
dismantled. 
Changes are result- 
ing in poorer quali- 
ty care, increased 
costs to average 
Albertans, and 
reduced public 

confidence. Albertans are 

concerned about the 
consequences of two-tier 
health care. 

Seniors are confused about 

the changes to seniors bene- 

fits. They are increasingly 
worried there will not be 
enough support available 

to allow them to remain 

independent. 

Increased class sizes, increased 

user fees and parental costs, 

and a sense of hopelessness of 
attaining employment are 
breaking down confidence in 
the education system. 

Advanced education is seen as 

out-of-reach, out-of-date and 

not sensitive to the new 
demands of society. 


on the effects of cuts on people 


I Poverty is increasing dramatically, 
especially among women, aboriginal 
people and children. Wages and the 
availability of jobs are not keeping u p 
with the cost of living. 


Jobs are more scarce, and of lower 
quality and lower paying. The job 
market is becoming more insecure. 


The social services system has 
become punishing and rigid. It has 
itself become a barrier to achieving 
independence. 


As times become more insecure, prej- 
udice, stereotyping and blaming are 
on the rise. Albertans are bec oming 
more inward looking as they look for 
Causes for their situation. 


Children and families are being left 
out of the social policy calculation. 
Albertans understand and agree with 
the need to eliminate the deficit. They 
feel, though, that in the area of improving 
essential quality of life, the government 
has misplaced its priorities. It has forgot- 
ten what quality of life means. 

People have ceased to be the top priori- 
ty in social policy. Short term deficit 
reduction has become the most important 
consideration. 

lhe government has forgotten what 

ne essential 4 andate of social policy te 
to ensure equitable opportunity to all 
members of the community. This is an 
abdication of its moral responsibility. 

[he social policy decisions made dur- 
ing the past two years reveal a marked 
short-sightedness in the Alberta govern- 
ment. Reforms have had the short term 
effect of cutting costs and increasing rev- 
enues today, but Albertans have grave 
concerns about tomorrow. There is a 
growing underclass alienated from social 
and economic life in Alberta. There are 
groups of Albertans, many of whom are 
children, no longer receiving the support 
they require to become independent. The 
result will be increased costs in the future, 
and a severely destabilized society. In the 
long run, all Albertans will pay a heavy 
social and financial price for inadequate 
support today. 

The Commission established a process 
for hearing from Albertans that focused 
on establishing an atmosphere for open, 
frank discussion. From October through 
December, it held a series of 21 small, 
informal group discussions in numerous 
locations around the city of Edmonton, 
with a cross-section of Edmontonians. It 
held a public hearing on December 5, 
1995 to hear a number of formal presenta- 
tions and to receive comments and stories 
from members of the public in atten- 
dance. The Commission also distributed a 
questionnaire to individuals around 
northern Alberta and accepted written 
submissions. + 


turned into a $432 million 


surplus. To achieve this turn-around, 
the government reduced its spend- 


ing by over $1.3 billion and 
increased its revenue by 
over $3 billion. 

These are massive 
changes. They are not 
achieved easily. To achieve 
its spending cuts, the gov- 
ernment be; 


an by announs 


every department's budget. 
This meant: 
l every government 
employee was forced to 
take a 5% pay cut. 


over 12,500 public 


employees were laid off. 


services such as licens- 
ing, liquor sales and 
highway maintenance 
were contracted out or 
privatized. 


funding for kinder- 
garten was cut in half. 


a number of hospitals 
were closed and health 
services reduced. 


waiting lists for surgery 
were allowed to grow. 
I optometry and other 
health services were 
detinsured. 


I physiotherapy, lab tests and 
other services were drastically 


reduced and privatized. 


I rates for social assistance recipi- 
ents were reduced. A single 
employable person now receives 
$394 per month, compared with 
$479 in 1992 (a 14% reduction). 


I Seniors benefits, such as Blue 
Cross and Seniors Housing 


Benefit, were reduced. 


The Cuts. 


From the Report of the Quality of Life Commission 


n 1993, Alberta’s annual budget 
i deficit stood at $3.8 billion and 

its accumulated debt had risen 
to $23 billion. The new government 
moved swiftly to slash spending to 
reduce the deficit. By March of 1995, 
the government deficit had been 


In addition, the government 
raised its revenues. It hiked tuition 
for post-secondary institutions by 
approximately 40%. It has raised 
health care premiums by over 26%: 
a family pays $816 per year, up from 
$648 in 1993. It increased user fees 
and licensing fees. It redirected its 
alcohol tax toward higher consump- 
tion beverages like beer and wine. 

It found many ways to recover the 


Every 


government 
employee 
was forced 
to take 
a 5% 
pay cut 


direct costs of providing services 
to Albertans. 


But the past two years have been 
about more than dollars. The 
changes in social policy have been 
about revamping the role of govern- 
ment. Government social policy 
touches all aspects of the communi- 
ty. As government changes both its 
focus and its role, the shift will have 
profound consequences for the 
community. % 


Kind Supporters 


Thanks to the following 
businesses and organizations. 


Dr. R.E. Melley 
97, 52039 RR 213 
Sherwood Park,AB 
922-5193 


Millwoods Dental Centre 
6420 - 28 Avenue Edmonton, AB 
463-0555 


National Money Mart 
15207 Stony Plain Road 
Edmonton,AB 

483-2274 


Neil Dunnigan’s 

Karate School 

10104 - 121 Street Edmonton, AB 
482-3339 


R & RYard Maintenance 
12735 - | 17 Street Edmonton, AB 
951-1407 


Park Avenue Transportation 
Services (1993) 

11 Bishop Street St.Albert, AB 
459-8294 


Scheme A Dream (1992) Ltd. 
7519 - 8i Avenue Edmonton, AB 
482-592] 


Sperry Sun Drilling 
1406 - 5 Street Nisku, AB 
955-7606 


Spencer Environmental 
Management 
401, 10310 - 102 Avenue NW 


2 US 


Surrogate Housewives Ltd. 
Housekeeping At Its Best 
455-7413 


Tara Jewellers (1986) Ltd. 
9803 - 102A Avenue 
Edmonton,AB 

428-1542 


Thomas Aircraft Maintenance 
145 Airport Road Edmonton,AB 
451-5473 


Ultimate Video 
16745 - 100 Street Edmonton, AB 
475-6118 


Vincent Kangas Phot 
206, 2203 - 118 Street 
Edmonton,AB 
970-0130 


11412 - 102 Avenue NW 
Edmonton, AB 
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reased faces fill the 

McCauley Senior’s Drop- 

In at lunch-time on a 
cold winter afternoon. Those 
lines sketch stories of lives gone 
by, of jobs won and lost, of fam- 
ilies near and far. The patterns 


haps that’s the irony of finding 
such a collage of personalities 
together in one place, stories cut 
out and pressed together by the 
struggle of living on limited 
abilities or income in 
Edmonton’s inner city. 


At first glance, many of these faces seem change- 
less in their expression. A press conference is being 
held at the Drop-In to protest the reduction of 
homecare services to seniors. The cuts are coming 
because of the private clinic penalties now being 
paid by the provincial government. None of the 
seniors present that morning raises an opinion or 
even a question. Eric Belrose glances up from his 
cards at the third table from the front. “It doesn’t 
affect me,” he states gruffly, his weathered face shift- 
ing slightly to accommodate a new cigarette. 

Three seats over, Cecil Morin talks with a grin and 
dark eyes made bigger by a pair of thick glasses. “I 
don’t know enough about it. I’ve never bothered 
much with politics and I’m not about to start now.” 
Mary Hura doesn’t have a response because she speaks 
only Ukrainian. Next to her, Irene Stevenson is too 
hard of hearing to pick up what has been going on. 

Press coverage of this event may seem to show 
that it is only the few outspoken seniors who are 
affected by government cuts in health care. Stories of 
people like Cecil and Mary and Irene largely go 
unheard in the grander scheme of things. 

But Operation Friendship staff at the McCauley 
Centre have a different view. They take the time for a 


aren't the same for any two:.pel-...« 


a 


A Fleur Tremblay and friends sit at the non-smoking table. 


second look at many of these faces and have discov- 
ered the stories behind the need for a greater accessi- 
bility to homecare for seniors in the inner-city. 

“We value and support the senior’s right to inde- 
pendence and self- determination...they need to par- 
ticipate and contribute to their own health needs. 
Many of them want to do this in the inner city 
because it has always been home for them: some 
have migrated here between jobs or lay-offs; many 
have made this home after immigrating both from 
abroad and from northern Canada. Most of them will 
tell you that they feel the inner-city neighbourhood 
is more tolerant of their lifestyle and habits than 
many other parts of the city.” 

More tolerant of lifestyle and habits...one can see 
it in the unique blend of lines and faces gathered for 
soup and sandwiches on this cold day. Fleur 


= 


Tremblay admits she doesn’t always like the mix of 
company at the Drop-In.” There are some pretty 
rough characters here, and crude too. But some of 
my friends come, and it’s a chance to get out.” Fleur 
celebrates her 69th birthday with these few friends 
and a game of bingo. Her non-smoking table keeps 
mostly to itself but, still, where else would she go for 
a bit of hot soup and the promise of a shared 
Birthday cake at the end of the month? 

Linda sits across from Fleur. While Fleur explains 
how she always has money to spare after paying for 
rent, cable, and fire insurance on her $810 monthly 
income, Linda describes how she sometimes runs 
short on basic necessities with roughly the same 
amount of money. “I keep five cats, you know,” 
explains Linda with a twinkle in her eye. “I found the 
first one stray in the alley next to mine: he’s the 
cutest little black thing. Then I thought I ought to 


have a mate for him... and 
my family has grown from 
there.” Linda now spends up 
to $65.00 per month on wet 
cat food alone. “It means 
sometimes I don’t have any- 
thing to eat. But I could never 
live without my cats - they 
keep me company.” 

Linda’s compassion reaches 
well beyond her own pets to 
the fate of other animals in 


the downtown area. “We 
need more shelters for cats 
and other homeless animals 
down here. What happens 
when people don’t have 
enough money to feed their 
pets? They just starve, or 
freeze out in the cold. 
Something has to be done. 
Maybe we should start a Pet 
Food Bank the way we have 
one for people.” 


Fleur Tremblay sums up her 
view of things, “If you’re wise 
with your money, you can 
keep clean and eat well on a 
Senior's pension. The prob- 
lem is that many people here 
waste away their money on 
bad habits.” 


“Wasting” money. Is this really the common glue 
that holds together these faces at the McCauley 
Drop-In? Or is the picture better explained by under- 
standing the unique blend of characteristics that 
keep these individuals so fiercely independent in 
their lifestyles? 

William is another regular at McCauley’s free 
noon meal and afternoon Bingo game. “I come here 
all the way from Cromdale on the bus,” he explains. 
“I ride my bike when it’s warm - I need this place 
every day, for the company and the activities.” With 
a whiskered chin and glint in his eye, Will’s stooped 
frame speaks of a liveliness and interest in life that 
survives his struggle with osteoporosis and life on a 
monthly Disability pension of $600. William glances 
up from his Bingo game. “I used to paint for a living. 
Now I’m working on a mural of my own in the 


apartment I’m renting. I’ve got three of the 
walls done, and I’m starting on the fourth. 
I did a place up in Dickensfield too. That’s 

really worth seeing.” 

Will’s pride and enjoyment in his work are 
obvious. He offers his landlady’s phone num- 
ber as a contact to view the new mural and 
indicates that she is sympathetic with his 
efforts. For Will, this means he has a decent 
place to live. Just as Linda’s cats make life 
decent for her. 

And the lives of the forty-some seniors 
' TOOL) upstalrs al BELAL at LIICILOSLLI 
are made decent by the warmth and respect 
they find in the staff and supporters. 
Edmonton’s inner city can be tough at times, 
especially in the cold of this year’s climate 
and the cold of the provincial government's 
political agenda. But here at the Drop-In, 
many seniors have a lot to tell us about what 
truly makes a life decent. <% 


WhO 


William plays bingo 
and paints murals. 
Vv 


A Linda finds a lot of happiness caring for her cats. 
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ary Palmer was found 
murdered in his inner 
city room in January. 
He made the news as the 
first homicide victim in 
Edmonton in 1996. 


Gary Palmer had large brown eyes. Often his 
eyes glistened with anger, displaying lightning 
flashes of pain. Those were eyes hurt by many 
memories and bad bumps along the road. 

Recently Gary was found _ 


the inner city. Dead of stab 
wounds, The various news 
media only whispered about 
his death, not giving it any 
great play - even after his 
killer was scooped by the 
boys in blue the next day. 

Gary, when I knew him as 
an inner city neighbour for a 
couple of years, was a shat- 
tered person; a walking soul 
screaming his agony in a tor- 
tured world, himself tortured 
by stints in prison, in psych 
wards, in hospitals, in dryout 
places and in physical fights 
he usually started. 

Quite often Gary would show up from forays 
on the streets bruised and bloody. If I asked 
about his lumps and bumps, he’d invariably say, 
“I don’t know what happened. I passed out in 
the parking lot by...” I used to wonder if he’d 
been beaten, or if the new wounds were side- 
walk burns from an alcoholic tumble. I’d worry 
a bit when he appeared bloody and tattered. 
Twice I’d stuck him in ambulances after he suf- 
fered small mal seizures in his room. 


Gary lived for the day of his hip-replacement 
operation, when he could throw away the stout 
cane he carried almost everywhere. He was on a 
very long waiting list. Gary had a bad spitting 
habit. He spat all over his room, on the floor, on 
the wall, everywhere. I often suspected he had a 
saliva problem, a side-effect from the prescrip- 
tion drugs he had to take. 


In Memoriam 
bary Palmer 


Despite his flaws, I liked Gary. There was a lot 
of the free spirit in him. When he was in one of 
his rare good humours, he was actually polite 
and pleasant to be around. He would talk to me 
about the few good things in his life. 

“Tom,” he said to me, “I believe in two 
things: God, and my mother.” This simple state- 
ment summed up the boundaries of his life. His 
mother still lived in Montreal. Gary was from 
there originally, though he’d try to bullshit you 
that he was Irish. I once asked him if he’d ever 
seen a live fourteen inch high leprechaun. No. 
Then he wasn’t an Irishman, | told him. Ever 
after he swore he was from Montreal, and proud 
of it, and the Canadiens. He only drank 


Canadian beer. 


He religiously called his 


Christmas and her birthday. 
He made the call from the 
caretaker’s suite. Two 
Christmases ago, I was there 
and I saw Gary’s pock- 
marked and scarred face 
visibly soften and his att 
become vibrant. “Mama, i 
me, your son, Gary. kar 
Christmas, Mama. I love 
you.” He unexpectedly 
started crying. Large pearl 
tears streamed down his 
face. In that moment I saw 
the soft Gary, the face he 
usually hid from others. 

He lived for rock ‘n’ roll music. When Gary 
heard the Stones were coming to play, he rushed 
out and bought a ticket from his meagre welfare 
money. As the night of the concert drew near, 
he worked himself into a frenzy, playing Stones 
and other rock loudly on his tinny tape 
machine. But on the day of the Stones concert 
Gary somehow lost his prized ticket. He went to 
bed concertless and dejected, angrily slamming 
his wood-panelled door behind him. I heard 
him scream in the middle of the night. 


I moved. Gary moved. Time went by. 
Sometimes I’d see him on the street packing his 
cane and a 12-pack of Canadian. Now he’s dead. 
His death didn’t make big news. But in my eyes 
Gary counted, despite his cantankerous out- 
bursts. He is still significant. His spirit gallops 
the universe now. Pleasant colours, bro. 
Brethern. Brother of Christ. Happy trails, amigo. 
Until our paths cross again in the river of life. + 
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Friends on the street 
Seller meets panhandler 


BY FOunuN PAFANTA 


“ on’t ignore the panhan - 
dlers. People like me 
really need it to survive,” 
says Danielle, a 16-year-old who has 
been toughing it out in Edmonton for 
the last few years. 


Danielle recently decided to try selling the 
OUR VOICE newspaper. She had met Ken, a 
vendor on the street, and he’d been helping her 
out and become a friend. “Ken has been a lot 
nicer to me than a lot of other people have and 
I consider him a valuable friend,” she says. 

She’s had worse friends, since she’s been on 
her own, she says. She lived with a friend in a 
basement suite, and started “going out” with 
the guy who lived upstairs. “I used to drink a lot 
and I don’t really remember starting to go out 
with him, but I guess I did.” That was back 
around grade nine, she saysyabout the time she 
lefissehoo! The relationship went on for two 
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She’s travelled to Calgary and Vancouver, 
Seesiag for money as a creative way of survival, 
1 Safer way of avoiding major troubles on 


“When people are rude and ignorant to me, 
it really hurts,” says Danielle about panhan- 
dling. “I’ve cried numerous times. When people 
tell me to get a job, don’t you think that | 
haven’t tried?” 

“Mother tried to help, but I don’t like my 
mother at all. I just don’t get along with her,” 
Danielle says. She says she moved away from 
her mother, and in with her grandmother, when 
she was just nine. Danielle was the third of four 
children, raised by her mom. Her father had left 


years before. She says she often wondered 
where her father was, and asked her mother 
why he had left, it became a grudge point 
between them. 

Danielle says she’d never go to the Youth 
Emergency Shelter, and makes do by crashing 
at friends’ places or even at homes of strangers 
for a week or two at a time. She’d like to get 
her own apartment. 


Danielle met Ken on Whyte Avenue where 
he sells the paper. He spotted her a loonie or 
two whenever they met up on the street. Ken 
thought Danielle could try selling the 
newspaper too and maybe go on to get her own 
place. Danielle was keen to try. 


“I really want to start a band, sing and 
play guitar.” + 
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STAPLES 


The Office Superstore 


10330 101st Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 4X1 
Telephone: (403) 424-4114 Fax: (403) 424-4833 


TECHNICHROME INDUSTRIES LTD. 


HIGH SPEED INDUSTRIAL CHROME PLATING SPECIALISTS 


11029 - 166 A STREET 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA T5P 3V4 


PHONE: (403) 486-1969 
FAX: (403) 451-3357 


PIPE SERVICES LID. 
E 


Positive Self Esteem Is Yours By Appreciating 
What You See When You look In the Mirror! 


(403) 469-9265 


8307 - 91 Street, Edmonton, AB T6C 4K1 
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17221-106 Avenue Tel: (403) 489-7734 
Edmonton, Alberta Res: (403) 435-5133 
T5S 1E7 Fax: (403) 484-2441 


WESTCAMP CATERING (1981) LTD. 


INDUSTRIAL CAMPS AND CATERING 


Western Ondustrial Laboratories 
Limited 
ANALYTICAL AND CONSULTING CHEMISTS 
8109-102 STREET 


EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
T6E 4A4 
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: RESURFACING 


THTUB & TILE 


REFINISHING 
SYSTEMS 


* Exclusive system + Complete color choice 

* Creates new fixtures * Antique tubs & lavs restored + 

Fiberglass showers and cultured marble countertops CALL FOR FREE 
repaired and restored ESTIMATE APPOINTMENT 


AMERICA's largest and most respected in-home supplier 


COUNTERTOPS & CABINETS 
FIBERGLASS & 
CULTURED MARBLE 


Locally Owned & Operated 


496-7444 


Metis Urban Housing Corporation 
11922 - 121A Street 

Edmonton, Alberta T5L 0A2 

Telephone: 452-6440 


Monnex Insurance Brokers Limited 
Suite 500, 10020 - 101A Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3G2 
Telephone (403) 429-5068  Telecopier (403) 423-3741 


Toll Free 1-800-222-6442 


1200 One Palliser Square - 125-9th Avenue, S.E., Calgary, Alberta T2G OP6 
Telephone (403) 298-2500 e Telecopier (403) 298-2530 


Toll Free 1-800-332-1103 
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MUZZY’S 


BRAKE & AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR 


16847 - 129 AVENUE 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
T5V 1L2 
SPECIALISTS IN BRAKES 
FRONT-END WORK, ALIGNMENTS, 
TUNE-UPS, IMPORTS & DOMESTICS 


WHOLESALE PARTS DEPT. 
447-1121 
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13103 Fort Road, Edmonton, Alberta TSA 1C3 
(403) 478-2971 Fax (403) 478-1922 


Nigro & Company 


Barristers and Solicitors and Notaries Public 


282 Kaska Road 


Sherwood Park, Alberta 


T5A 4G7 


ft \ An Internationa Company 
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Calgary * Edmonton Ħ Red Deer 


Telephone (403) 467-9559 
(403) 464-4666 
Fax: (403) 467-0720 


PROJECT ADULT 


LITERACY 


SOCIETY 
Literacy & ESL 


¢ Trained volunteer tutors matched with adult students 
¢ Students work at their own pace 


« Student assessment 


* Confidential 


e Flexible hours 
* Resource Library 


PHONE 424-5514 or 424-7409 
214-10010-105 Street Edmonton, TSJ 1C4 


'm out of work, I’m 

all stressed out. | 

know how the bottle 
will me mellow out. It 
takes away the aches 
and pains; the boss who 
says “The market's going 
down the drain”; the 
woman who would 
not submit to my 
stupidity; or the fam- 
ily that I no longer 
want to see. 

I take a swig or 
maybe two, than 
grab a glass and have 
a few. If I was a 
prophet I could see 
how the bottle alae 
me deal with BY, 
misery, Dy bring! 
mea hundred n more; 
and each less compli- 
cated than the one 
before. From buying 
bottles in the store, 
to selling off my fur- 
niture for more. To 
when the shakes 
finally appear, and 
then life loses for- 
ward gears. 

By now three- 
quarters of the bot- 
tle, my thoughts 
start to grow pointy 
ears. My eyes lose 
sight of reality; they 
only choose to see a 
fantasy. A fantasy 


that's filled with love, happiness and definitely 
prosperity. My eyes believe this to be true, as 
long as I don’t forget to drink my brew. My legs 
now take me to where I want to be. Here every- 
body sees life just like me. And since no one 
wants to be a part of the minority, if everyone 
buys a drink here, that’s for me. Some here will 
even help me deal with my present misery. 

Or I'll find girls, who'll tolerate my personality 
as long as the brew for them is free. Soon 

the deuce is almost on the wall, it’s time to 


celebrate last call. 


The last joyless occasion for the night before, 
I have to see my bed in fright. Eventually it’s the 
only piece of furniture left around, since no-one 
buys what one has dumped but I have found. 


I] with every ring. I try to a] 
figure out where I was VOICE 
and what it was all 

| i | about then slam the nee 
clock across the empty 996 

ENER i 


room, and stare in 
silence at the gloom, 
brought on by my arch- 
foe, sobriety. This is 
definitely not the i 
way to be; thank 
god there is still a 
quarter of the 

bottle left for me. 

| now dread to work 
in reality. 


BY IBY MARK SHAFIROVITCH| IBY MARK SHAFIROVITCH| 


My boss says, “try 
harder it will 
come.” | smile at 
the redhead. 

time with my pre- ™ 
cious rum. Back at 
the bar, now that’s 
for me. B.A.R. 
stands for Be on A 
Roll, now that does- 
n't sound so dull. 
Oh, I’m sorry, that 
spells BOAR, but my 
life is so much bet- 
ter that it was 
before. My life is so 
much more care- 
free, now that my 
wife and family 
abandoned me. | 
have much less 
responsibility to 
interrupt my 
drinkin’ days, and soon the job becomes noth- 
ing but a distant haze. 


Eventually UI runs out, and welfare is noth- 
ing but a four week drought. But I won't ditch 
my old-time friend. The bottle’s honour I will 
defend. But how could it be, all my friends back 
at the bar abandoned me. Now that I have such 
a simple philosophy, “The bottle is the only 
thing in life for me,” I’d rather die now than 
face sobriety. 


The time it takes to go from thick to thin, 
depends only on the rut you're in. But if the rut 
turns into a race, my simple philosophy will be 
your resting place. 


By a now-sober poet. 
Mark Shafirovitch. + 


Next the clock hits six, my head, the ceiling, 


“Being 
homeless 
should be 

seasonal 


work 
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the York Hotel toward the Bissell Centre. 

It was so freakin’ cold, I couldn’t believe it. 
I had my gloved hands buried deep into the 
pockets of my trendy, but not so winter proof 
army jacket. Only my glasses were exposed as 
the rest of my head and face were covered by a 
warm toque and scarf which I borrowed from 
one of my room-mates. Everything that I saw 
was completely frozen, and it 
was painful to be outside. But 
we as Canadians understand 
this well, or do we? 


i turned the corner and headed north past 


It was sometime after eight 
in the morning when I arrived 
at the Bissell. My glasses were 
fogged solid and I couldn't see 
a thing. All I could hear was 
the steady wave of voices that 
came from the throngs of peo- 
ple jammed into the drop in. I 
took off my spectacles and was- 
n't really surprised to see the 
place so full. After all it was 
minus thirty outside. 


a hot c eed lled upa ché xt to Barr i 
1 NOt COifee and pu oc upa c YM to cs 0 with my cottee c in handispentatair 


‘a fellow who I had met a couple 
We had quite a debate on the topic of religion, 


but we still liked each other; at least I liked him. 


E Fhad met Barry's friend George the same day as I 


met Barry. George wasn’t around that morning 
so I asked about him. 


Apparently George had been told he had a 
job, but it was in a camp out of town. George 


= who needed work, gave up his place and intend- 


ed to move out to the camp. He found out only 
a couple of days later however, that the compa- 
ny didn’t need him after all, so he was out of 
luck. Barry said he hadn’t heard from him since. 
George, didn’t have a place to live anymore and 
didn’t have any money. Barry was quite con- 
cerned. 

“Being homeless should be seasonal work 
here in Canada.” Barry told me shaking his head 
nervously. “God help him.” 


I finished my coffee, said good-bye to Barry 
and made my way through the restless crowd 
toward the OUR VOICE distribution office where 
I had been filling in on occasion. 


As I unlocked the door and went to step 
inside, I sensed someone behind me. I turned 
and a smile grew over my face when I saw that it 
was Joe. I hadn’t seen Joe for over two weeks. I 
had heard from other vendors that he had been 
in the hospital with a bad, bad case of frostbite. 
He had frozen one of his hands while he was 
selling the paper one night. It was nearing forty 
below and still he was out selling. I certainly 
admired his dedication, but was the number of 
papers he sold that night was worth the pain. 
Maybe it was, but I suppose only Joe knows the 
answer to that. 


bodies 


turning 
(o Ice 


As soon as I had collected my senses and 
regained some heat in my body, I poured myself 


I noticed the large bandage on his hand right 
away. He said it felt fine as he pulled back the 
bandage to show me his wound. I turned my 
head away when I saw what the cold had done 
to Joe’s hand. | didn’t believe him. There was no 
way in hell that his hand could have possibly 
felt fine. No way. 

“I gotta work. Gotta make money. The people 
like me at my spot where 
I sell.” Joe explained to me. 

“I feel lucky. They’re nice 
people. My hand. Shit, that'll 
heal up. lIl be okay.’ 

Joe paid off his account and 
bought himself some more 
papers that morning. He had 
just been released from the 
hospital the day before, and 
was already heading back out 
into the cold winter to work 
selling the paper. 

The rest of the day was rela- 
tively quiet in the office. 


vendors were out selling. It’s 
obviously not very healthy to be standing out in 
that kind of cold. 


bit of the day wandering around the drop-in, 
and visiting with a number of the people. I 
heard from more than one person how they 
wished they were homeless in Florida. What a 
perfect example of tragic humour. It was amaz- 
ing that there was any humour left in these peo- 
ple at all, but there was some, somewhere inside 
of them. 


When the drop-in closed at three, I found 
myself sitting alone on a bench just outside the 
door of the office. It was spooky in its emptiness. 
The walls seemed to have a lingering ring of the 
lives that they had sheltered through the day. 
But everyone was gone. Some had gone home, 
and some would be searching for another warm 
place to pass the time. Some would have no 
where to go, and would have to fight to make it 
through another night. 


I thought of the vendors who would be out 
selling. I hoped people were buying papers from 
them, and that they were in good spirits. That 
would alleviate some of the discomfort caused 
by their bodies turning to ice. 


Shortly after I put on my coat, and other win- 
ter accessories, to head off and catch my bus 
home. It was a ten minute walk to a bus that 
would drop me off right in front of my house. In 
this kind of weather ten minutes can seem like 
an hour, but after what I’d seen and heard that 
day, it only seemed like ten minutes, and I really 
didn’t feel too cold. It’s funny how life can be so 
relative. The thing I realized that day is that it 
isn’t one bit funny how life can be so uncom- 
fortable for so many people all of the time. The 
only consolation I felt that I had to offer was 
that winter ends. It really does. <% 


Understandably, not too many 


money.” 


KWIK KOPY PRINTING 


10607 - 170 Street 
Edmonton, AB T5P 4w2 


PRINTING 


Phone: (403) 486-4320 Fax: (403) 486-4892 


SERVICE + QUALITY • IMAGE « VALUE 


At Kwik Kopy Printing we offer a wide range of services 
From designing to printing and copying, to binding and mailing 
We are committed to serving you. Guaranteed. 


JUST CALL US! 


26 years in Alberta! 


T Zak 


SAND AND GRAVEL LTD. 


L &T Mix Sand & Gravel Ltd., 2nd Floor, 8020 - 50th St., Leduc, AB T9E 7G3 


Phone (403) 986-6721 After hours (403) 986-1890 
PROUD TO SERVICE CLIENTELE 


Lo-Lo's Homemaking Services 


Finally The Homemaking Service You've Been Waiting For! 


* Cooking * Cleaning « Catering and Service * Errands « 
* Shopping © Consultation » Pet Care « Sitting of all kinds « 
e Laundry Service * Handyman Jobs e Garbage Removal e 
e Yardwork & Snow Removal Personal Care e 


9549 - 74 Ave. 
Edmonton, AB T6E 1E4 


Ph: (403) 413-0981 
Fax: (403) 413-0982 


Need a hand with your 
income tax return? 


You could be eligible for help through the Community 
Volunteer Income Tax Program. Each year, Revenue 
Canada trains individuals and members of organiza- 
tions who volunteer their time to help people complete 
their personal tax returns. This service is available in 
your community and it’s free! 


So, if you need a hand, find out how you can benefit 
from the volunteer program. Just call: 


Canada 


24 hour Distress Line 


482-HELP (4357) 


Mobile Mental Health Crisis Team 
24 hours a day - 7 days a week 


We'll listen....We'll help. 


Community Service Referral Line 


482-INFO (4636) 


Linking People who need help to those who can help! 
Administration 482-0198 


Edmonton’s Distress Centre 


FOOD. Jor Thought 


burned out in the inner city 


upgrading that he hopes will get him in to the 
Northern Alberta Institute of Technology. It’s a 
long-term plan. 


MARJORIE BENCZ 


B Y 
en Franson and his sixteen-year-old son 
stood helplessly outside the inner city 


K as it became engulfed in grey 


smoke. While the fire department responded 


In his spare time Ken volunteers for the John 
Howard Society. He organizes art supplies and ° 
encourages people to draw for the John Howard 


within three minutes, Ken felt like twenty min- : -y OUR 
utes had passed. Newsletter. Ken has made many new friends 
It was a three-suite house in the inner city. In through the organization. He likes volunteering, VOLE 
À = x eee it’s been rewarding. 
the early morning hours, fire broke out in the S i APRIL | 
basement suite. No one in the house had a Now Ken goes to the John Howard to ask for 
- 1996 


referrals to other agencies to help him through 
this housing crisis. 
The Boyle Street 

Co-op gives him a 

list of possible suites 

and welfare gives 

him $220 to help 

him until his next 
education grant. 


phone. Ken’s son ran 
to a neighbouring 
building to call 911. 
Ken went down to 
make sure the 

other basement suite 
was vacant. 


After the fire, Ken, 
his son and his cat 


ES When t 490 
were all reunited. The hen he 4x 
grant arrives, he 
three were safe, but é 
pays his damage 


Ken’s limited posses- 
sions were not. His 
clothing reeked of 
smoke and much of 
his furniture was 
destroyed. The Red 
Cross paid for a hotel 
room for two nights. 


Ken doesn’t have a 
lot of money. Over the 
years he has held odd 
jobs, planting pota- 
toes, putting siding on 
houses. Now he has 
been separated from 
his wife for three years and owes child mainte- 
nance payments. He’d like to get a good job, a 
better paying job so he can take care of his 
responsibilities as a father. 


deposit and rent. 
He's made it. With a 
little help from a lot 
of friends. Whenhe = 
talks about the fire, 
and rebuilding his 
life afterward, 

Ken emphasizes the 
help and support 
from family, friends 
and from several 
agencies. 

Ken’s special 
treasure survived 
the fire virtually undamaged. It’s a guitar he had 
won through a Wayne’s World contest. No 
damage, a miracle because of where the guitar 
had been stored, and because it had been 
wrapped up. With his guitar in hand, Ken 
smiles. He’s ready to forge on, “determined to 
get through everything - no matter what!” + 


Ken wants to become a machinist. He's 
going to Alberta Vocational College, doing 


EDMONTON’S LEADING MATTRESS DEALER 


Sealy Posturpedic, Simmons Beautyrest, Pure Brass Beds, Juvenile Furniture 


* Immediate Delivery »* Disposal of Old Bedding 


WE’RE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


NORTH 
12930 St. Albert Trail 3643 - 99 Street 
454-9820 434-9388 


OUT OF TOWN CALL 1-800-665-1952 


SOUTH WEST 
10433 - 170 Street 


489-6303 
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One-Stop 
Earth and Environmental 
Consulting Services Worldwide 


Environmental Site Assessments 
Contaminant Assessments 

* Public Participation 
Hydrogeology 
Asbestos 
Socio-economical Assessments 
Analytical Chemistry 
Environmental Chemistry 
Materials Engineering 


+ Environmental Impact Assessments 
+ Environmental Audit 
Soil & Groundwater Remediation 
Waste Management 
Occupational Health & Safety 
Indoor Air 
Air Quality Assessments 
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Geotechnical Engineering 
Soils & Materials Testing 
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Earth & Environmental 
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LAURETTA DAUBERT 


hen Shawn told me his life story, my heart 

really went out to him. He talked about the 

pain, the neglect. I wanted to erase all the 
horrible memories and give him new ones, normal ones. 


When Shawn was only two years old, he says, his 
world was everything hell and havoc could create. His 
mother was an alcoholic who had a special knack for 
getting into abusive relationships. Shawn went into the 
sometimes cold world of foster care. 


As he grew up Shawn found troubles of all sorts, with 
alcohol and drugs. Then he found himself in detention 
homes or another new foster home. Life went on like 
that for 15 years. 

When he was 17, Shawn finally met his mother, after 
15 years of separation. Happy ending, right? Wrong. Her 


CALGARY EDMONTON 
Phone: 248-4331 Phone: 436-2152 
Fax: 248-2188 Fax: 435-8425 
221 - 18 St. S.E., 4810-93 Street, 
Calgary, AB T2E 6J5 Edmonton, AB T6E 5M4 


DISTRIBUTED BY 


ALBERTA WILBERT SALES LID, 
LIGHTWEIGHT CONCRETE FORMING SYSTEM 


e « ~ . LS 
ONE-STEP R-20 + NO SPECIAL TOO > QUICK ASSEMBLY 


INSULATED WALL OR SKILL 

lifestyle was still the same. Meeting her son was just + CUSTOM PRE-ASSEMBLED | 
) ] i FORMS AVAILABLE 
another excuse for getting drunk, mother and son par 


tied on and Shawn got badly hurt again. 


Faced with his mother’s life, Shawn decided he would 
have something different. His life would be better, more 
stable. He enrolled in school, quit drinking and drugs, 
changed some of his friends and found a positive out- 
look on life. Things were going great. 

But Shawn's world came to a standstill again on 
February 28, with a dramatic late-night phone call from 
his mother. Her common-law husband was dead, 
stabbed to death, and she had been charged with second 
-degree murder. She called Shawn from jail. 

Shawn had visited his mother earlier the same day. 
He didn’t visit often, but he chose that particular day to 
stop by and see her. He sensed tension when he arrived, 
he said. He thought maybe an argument was about to 
erupt between his mother and her boyfriend; they had 
already begun drinking. Shawn left, not wanting to be 
caught in the middle. 

Now he wonders if he had stayed if he could have 
prevented the nightmare for everyone. Or maybe he 
would have been an eyewitness to something that 
would have forever altered any positiveness he has built 
up. He will never know. 


FORM & POUR YOUR 
RESIDENTIAL 
COMMERCIAL 
OR AGRICULTURAL BUILDINGS 


ONE OF 
CANADA’S MOST ECONOMICAL SYSTEM 
FOR HI-PERFORMANCE INSULATED CONCRETE 


447-2222 
1-800-232-7385 
FAX 447-1984 

16910 - 129 AVE. N.W. 


Berdean 


MANAGEMENT & REALTY LTD. 


The Residence Apartments 
| Bedroom Units Available 


OUR Shawn said he knew it was bound to happen. His ; 
mother’s lifestyle, the abusive relationships she seemed Rents Startin oat $290.00 
VOICE to inevitably end up in, mixed with alcohol, had made z 
APRIL him prepare himself for her death or that of one of her Includes: 
boyfriends. Was she guilty? “Yes, she’s probably guilty, Sate 
= ; ame Sorseiakyect e All Utilities 


. 


but not by any premeditation, but by the choice of her 
lifestyle,” Shawn says. 

Now Shawn and his mother wait for city detectives to 
complete their investigation. Shawn carries on, working 
towards his goals. He’s making no hasty moves in his 
pursuit of life. It has already taught him to take it one 
day at a time. # 


e Low Security Deposit 
e Great Rental Incentives 


Call Dee to View 
423-1388 


he story this far: Emily 

doesn’t wait around for 

Larry to explain why he’s 
trying to pick her up when he has 
a wife and kids at home. But it isn’t 
long before she’s in the middle of 
another mess. The bus has gone 
and she’s left with nothing but the 
clothes she’s wearing. Then she 
meets Lillian . - - 

Lil put a fresh cup of coffee in 


going to be sick again. She closed het 
eyes and forced herself to relax. In a 
minute she had her stomach under 
control and was grateful for the 
cardigan’s knubby warmth. 

Soon that and the well-sugared 
coffee were making ner feel so 
comfortable and safe she could easily 
have gone to sleep. Except she didn't 
want to seem rude. This warm-hearted 
woman seemed to enjoy having 
an audience. 


“So | might see him again.” 


Emily grinned. As if she'd be such a 
nut as to wander into the cold with 
practically nothing on twice in one day! 


you before Į leave.” 
Emily'd forgotten her immediate 
roblem for the jast hour and a half. 
Now she felt sick again. 


for a minute before she wiggled uneasi- Regina fi 


“Think you ca 
preakfast?” she asked. “T 
ory to the next 


, ee oS 


“Hey, sweethe 
time for a regular 

There was some 
deep, quietly teasing male voice that 
made Emily start. 
man before, but $ 
him she recogni 
when he leaned 


SON 


art, you g° 
customer? 


She'd never se 
omething about 
ed. She looked away 
over to give Lila 


pinch and a squeeze. 


“Don’t have tobee 


said Lil, who was grinning broadly. “Sakimay.” erly concern as she sat down again. 

“This is To an. F » thing z A aes g 

RRE Se hight shift.” people from Sakimay. I'M Indian too, said Lil. “He didn’t mean to offend 

ucan S : you know. you. He's just real used to young folks 
an't be too careful when I've got “yeah, 1 can see. | got eyes.” coming to him when they're in trou- 


a babe like this for my woman.” Emily 
blushed again as he 


wife’s neck. 


At the same time 


of envy. 


“Go on, you,’ 
of reach. “You keep 
company while I ge 

Emily started to 
heading TOT the coff 
meant business. 


“Joseph, 
his hand, “T 
young lady. 


rst thing. But 


True to her word, Li 
good time. 


me before 


Sa ; “Maybe.” : 
said Lil backing out PEs Sos es Except she didn’t really understand it 
my friend Emily Emily couldn t believe she'd said herself. It'd been à good feeling, a good, 
t back to work.” mi either. Nothing like that had been but scarey feeling, that came over her. 
protest, but Lil was in her plan. It scared her how much \{most like coming home after being 
A she felt drawn to this thin, stooping, awe -n TARTI ‘ 
ee pot like she : : away for a 1Ong, ong time. 
ey-haired but manly, man with the Se Teal a 
Ece like cormuga ‘wood and the grav- Lil stroked Emily's shoulder so that 
' said the man extending elly voice. rite man she'd never seen her cheek was pressed against het soft, 
m pleased to meet you, before but who seemed to be able tO full bosom. Emy smelled a combina- 
n . i KI P 
Are you staying here in pring out thoughts she didn’t know tion of RIE" grease, SMOKE, Yardly 
she had yerfume and something else- \nd the 
: something else was familiar too. 
uj have to go to the washroom,” 


they don’t open 
me for a sleep.” 


high and dry, I'd 
this.” 


jy and Lil released het. till six. You've lots of ti 
“J hope I didn’t offend him.” Emily still hesitated. 
“Good Lord, no. He had to 80 back uyt's up to you, but you 
to the kids. Now that he’s checked on trust people sometime, y 
me, everybody's accounted for. He'll was going to leave you 
sleep till morning and then turn up at have done so 4 long tir 
the end of my shift.” Emily nodded sheepish 


ty soon she was being led to a room in 


well, the next bus arrives around pack of the service station. The decor 
about ten in the morning, and my consisted of a desk and chair, both 
chift’s over at six, SO unless you're plan- iled with greasy-looking papers, and a 
ning on disappearing somewhere sagging couch. Over the back of this 
before that. -.” make-shift bed was a home-made 
afghan of the same vintage as the rest 


of the furniture. But to Emily the 
whole scene represented the best 
proposition she'd had in a long time. 


Lil grinned too. “I just remem- She sank down gratefully, h 


bered 4 she = : — gan = pat to wait until Lil and the young attendant 
next e 7 ser ` eas se nad gone before she pulled the afghan 
were to have a lie Gown: could ca around her and prepared to sleep. 


į woke her in 


n manage some 
hat way you 


uy still don’t know what I’m going won't haveta tell your st 
to do,” she said. waft unless you feel like it” 
«we can call the pus depot in Emily decided to 


try at least toast 


t some 
" 


thing about the 


en the 


mbarrassed,” 


began to nuzzle his 


she felt a little jolt 


ardly able 


K Y @& D 


town or travellin’ through?” “sister,” he reached out his hand as 
she slid out of the booth. “You don't 
have to be scared of me.” 


Emily still felt a little shy of him. 


“j guess I’m travelling through.” 


That's when she started to cry again. 


“Where you from?” 


When Emily finally came out of the 
Ladies, she saw that the booth was 
empty. She avoided Lil's look of moth- 


Emily could hardly believe it when 
she heard herself say the word. 


ble. | don’t mean just my young folks. 
But all of them. He’s an elder, you 
know.” 


u And a sharp tongue for such a 
young thing. You going there for a visit? 
You must be coming from the city. You 
don’t look much like a prairie girl.” “He seems like a good man,” Emily 
managed. She wished she could explain. 


Emily allowed herself to be hugged 


she blurted. 


and coffee. Lil treated her to a full meal knew to comfort him, so she made 
and gave her a take-out bag filled with love to him there, as he stood before 


soda crackers. the mifror. 

“pid wonders for me the last time I Later, it'd been hard to believe he'd 
was pregnant,” she said. “Imagine, actually talked that way. She certainly 
working the morning shift, all those didn’t care about the fifteen years dif- 
food smells, wanting to up-chuck every ference between their ages. Neither did 
minute.” she care if het piological clock was tick- 


ing. Being able to have babies hadn't 
done het ‘much good in the past. 


Emily found that she was getting 
used to this idea of being pregnant. of 


course, it was one thing being used to wnat she really needed, what she 
it when she had someone to talk to. thought she could really depend on, 
it'd be another thing when she was was the comfort of snuggling against 
back on the road going no-where. his chest, his wonderful chest with its 


nest of long, thick man’s hair, each 
night. Burrowing into his chest and 
feeling his hands stroking her hair. 


She could only remember that one 
time when Jeremy had seemed to mina 
about not having children. 


His greeting smile at the door at the 
end of the day. Having him listen 
intently as she told him her adventures. 


“What am | good for?” he'd scowled 
in the mirror, looked almost accusingly 
at her. “Why don’t you get yourself a 
younger man? Don’t you even W ant to If only this baby could have 

happened at any other time but this. + 


have a baby, for God's sake. 


she'd looked at him incredulously 

and at their two faces side by side in End of installment eleven; 
the bathroom mirror. She knew that his story to be continued. 
thin, fine-boned good jooks and shaggy 

grey locks still caught the eyes of 

women of all ages wherever they went. 


There was only one janguage she 
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ethemselves into 


Le 


was walking past a Liquor 
Barn the other day when 
I thought of curling. 


Curling was something of an 
oddity in Flatt, Alberta for many 
years. We didn’t realize the 
community-building nature of 
the sport until well into the 
1980s, but by then the curlers 
of Earnest, a smaller town to 
the east of us, had transformed 


“It was rumoured that the citi- 
zens of Earnest had becomes 
adept at curling that they each 
ery foot and a 
Boom- like hand. By T987 
Flatt formed its first squad, 
Earnest had won a record fifty- 
five Mid-Alberta Bonspiels. 

Flatt’s skip was soon to be an 
unemployed truck driver 
named Arch Stanton. 
Arch was a drunk. “The 
difference between alco- 
holics and drunks,” he 
would tell me, “is that 
drunks don’t have to go to all those meetings.” 
Arch didn’t, at first glance, seem a proper 
curling skip. After his wife left him, taking the 
quadruplets with her, Arch had lived in a 
lean-to in the Gulch. He lost his truck driver's 
license after his third on-the-job DUI. His pants 
hung so low around his waist that his bum 
crack had become his dominant feature. 

To anyone who didn’t know him, Arch would 
have seemed a mess. 


Those of us that did know him, however, 
knew differently. We knew that Arch had been 
class valedictorian, provincial chess champion, 
junior Olympic team pole vaulter, Governor’s 
General finalist in the non-fiction category, and 
MASTER CURLER. 


It was 1991, and Flatt had been consistently 
pummeled by Earnest at the Mid-Alberta 
Bonspiel for three years. Arch was on the 
downslide. The last of his cold fusion experi- 
ments had failed, and he had begun drinking 
his findings. I was helping some fellows build a 
small stone bridge outside of town, so | invited 


— 


“It’s just physics,” Arc rered. 
“I wrote a formula.” 

And so Arch became Flatt’s skip. I 
had been on the team because | 
was the only one with a curling 


CJL ZA ING | 


SP A She Rey. 


\on-Quantum 


c OY 


Arch to come along. 
When we ran out of 
stones in the early after- 
noon, Arch and | went 
out gathering. We had a 
nice talk about geometry and 
matter and love. Upon piling the 
stones on the icy road, Arch chal- 
lenged me to slide them towards 
the worksite in an impromptu 
curling match. By the time we 
had each thrown six stones, the 
other guys had stopped their 
work ani were 


n oe — 


p ARCH” 
whispered Peavey, the 
= world’s loudest barber. 
His voice echoed along the 
prairie. “ARE YOU SOME KIND 
OF FREAK? WHERE DID YOU 
EVER LEARN TO CURL WITH 
SUCH PRECISION?” 
Arch answered 


sweater, which I had bought at a Value Village 
in Calgary one year. Peavey was Arch’s second, 
and Mayor Corbett Mooney got on the squad 

because he threatened a tax increase. 


Our practices took place in an old classroom 
where Arch taught us physics. He would scribble 
furiously on a blackboard: Velocity. All three of 
Newton’s Laws of Motion. “Curling is without 
Quantum,” he would lecture. “It is a pure 
Newtonian game.” 

We believed him. Although his drinking was 
becoming more and more of a concern — he was 
so drunk during one practice that he ate his 
chalk - we knew Arch would lead Flatt to victo- 
ry against Earnest. 

He did. Flatt beat Earnest in the Mid-Alberta 
Bonspiel in March of 1982 — following the bit- 
terly recalled Winter of ‘82 - without having 
ever practised on the ice. A decade earlier, Arch 
had made the junior Olympic pole vaulting 
team by calculating his jumps on a napkin. 
After that glory, though, he didn’t throw up. <% 
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The Birdeave 
but a nice f 


RICHARD 
i$ receive the Hollywood+treatment is the 


well known French farce, La Cage aux Folles 
re-titled The Birdcage and featuring everyone's 
favourite former 
coke addict, Robin 
Williams. 
Originally, 
La Cage was a sweet 
little piece of cellu- 
loid about a mid- 
dle-aged gay couple 
who try to play it 
straight when they 
meet their straight 
son’s future in-laws. 
Basically a piece of 
fluff, but still enter- 
taining enough to 
become one of the top grossing foreign films 
and later a highly successful Broadway produc- 


HORNE 


ollywood likes nothing better than a 


over? Does it lose its custard filling to some arti- 
ficial flavoured centre? Thankfully, and most 
amazingly, no. 


The credit largely goes to director/producer 
Mike Nichols and writer Elaine May. They man- 
age to keep the core of the piece — Birdcage is still 
a piece of fluff, but then they spice it up with 
some highly charged political elements that 
make it a satisfying show. The plot remains the 
same, but the delivery has been politicized for 
the nineties. The future in-laws are now a right- 
wing republican senator, played to perfection by 
Gene Hackman, and his wife, a delightful ditz 
whose candy floss veneer barely coats her politi- 
cal savvy. Together, they represent the entire 
anti-abortion, anti-homosexual, racist cause and 
are the “straight men” (so to speak) of the film. 


Vot total uti, 


ht smack 


Robin Williams manages to hold back his 
often overwhelming presence and actually acts, 
giving his character Armand strength and digni- ° 
ty, as well as eliciting considerable sympathy 
from the audience for putting up with the hilari- 
ous star turns by his long-time lover, Albert, VOICE 

played brilliantly 

by Nathan Lane. As — 
Starina, his drag 1996 
show character, or 
as Albert, Lane 
shines throughout 
Birdcage, taking an 
essentially clichéd 
image and giving it 
some depth, emo- 
tion and consider- 
able humour. 


OUR 


As expected, the 
meeting of the 
couples is very 
funny, with the Senator completcly hoodwinked 
by Lane’s drag queen turn. The laughs pile 


oy er eee 


upon one another as Albert and the Senator a: 


find a political common ground, Lane suggests 
that killing abortion doctors isn’t half the 
solution that killing mothers is, and Hackman 
roars In agreement. 


I do have one major qualm with The Birdcage. 
The entire principle of an established couple, 
having to disguise their love, because of some- 
one’s twisted sense of morality is very disturb- 
ing. That we can send a man to the moon, but 
can’t accept that two people of the same gender 
can have a beautiful, healthy relationship is the 
definition of hypocrisy. But Birdcage is primarily 
a Hollywood comedy, and the main effort is 
made to keep the laughs coming, making politi- 
cal statements second. A lot like a chocolate bar, 
Birdcage makes a nice light snack. + 
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answers will 


A CROSS BY SUSAN ANDREWS D O- W N enaa 

1 Stupidity (5) Ss : ae at Se I Hallowe’en practice (5,2,8) April I5 issue 
9 Awoman you're in love with (9) Mediterranean country (5) of Spare 
Change. 


Stunning, a k.o. (8) 


2 
I0 Studious part of the eye? (5) 3 
4 Spirit (4) 
5 


II Boats paddled with 
double-bladed oars (6) 


I2 Mythical horselike beasts (8) 
14 Sorrow (10) 

16 To put up with (4) 

18 To make a big fuss (4) 


Identified a disease 
by symptoms (10) 


6 To show (6) Answers to March | Crossword #27 
T|] 


4 
| 
| 


7 Artificial international | 


language (9) | H 


8 What pushy 
salesmen meet (5,10) 


c B c E E 
IAIL| KY |D 
13 Medical apprenticeship (10) nik 


I5 Article written by a publisher (9) 


19 Latin: the genius of a place (6,4) 


21 Ending a mission prematurely (8) 


22 To put an end to something (4,2) 


25 Covered in trailing woody vines (5) 
26 Old Spanish (9) 


27 An executive ‘bails out’ 
with one (6,9) 


I7 Private, mystic (8) 


20 Slang: plain, unexciting food (6) 
23 French soldier (5) 
24 Citizens’ Band user (4) 


Then J spent 
the whele day 
bottle picking- 
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Peter lives m a tent 


B Y LINDA DUMONT For Peter finding food means “dumpster living” 
behind the convenience stores, Pizza Hut and 
Kentucky Fried Chicken. To earn spending money he 
picks bottles. 


eter sat rolling butts to make a thin cigarette, 
“This is the first time I’ve been in a house in 

a long time,” his voice trailed away and he 
dropped his head. “Just to get through the day | buy tobacco and 
beer to curb my mental stress and to get away from 
reality for a while. Some days I wake up and think, 
‘Well, it’s another day and I’m broke.’ Sometimes | 
have coffee at McDonalds and I look at my watch. 
Ten o'clock and I buy 4 Big Bears. 


Peter started living in a tent in January. Before 
finding the tent, Peter slept in doorways at bank 
machines and apartment buildings. During the cold 
spell, when he got too cold in his tent, he warmed 
up in the doorways. 

“There are times I used to wake up around four 
and think ‘Where in the hell is my life going?’ 

I'd fire up a candle and read and drink and watch the 
sun come up.” 


Peter was a world-class motorcycle racer with 
Yamaha. He travelled to Tokyo and Los Angeles. 
During a Los Angeles race he wiped out. Badly. 
Serious injuries to his leg and back. His leg still 
bothers him. Peter has plenty of reading material; newspapers 
and magazines from the dumpsters. He also finds a 


Now he has his independence. And he’s proud. 
lot of other things. 


His tent, serene and peaceful beneath the tall spruce S : 
trees, reminiscent of a northern heritage. “The most I ever found dumpster diving was 

u Sa ; $72.50,” he says. “It was in a bank shaped like a mail- 

I wanted to get away from downtown. I tried to ‘ 
’ ee n box that someone had thrown out. I bought two 
aE ; 8 
get welfare, but it was a pain in the __. i Snep 
bales of tobacco and some food. 


“I take vitamins every morning, and I treat myself 


in hi ; Eo x Sometimes life is hard. 
A Peter in tis tent. to a movie at West Edmonton Mall once a week, 3 ESE 

Peter says. “I can “The worst thing that ever happened to me? 

find food.” I caught double pneumonia and I almost died. At 

Pore s one point I wanted to die and T wasn’t afraid. Then, 
When I find ee s ae 

i I was afraid and I wanted to live. | was in the hospital 

food, | put some : s 
i i five days. 

aside and save it. S ; 

If I get tired of For Peter vime day today, cachday 1s d new chal- 

subs I go to the lenge. He lives with the hope that. one day in the 

Pizza Hut and future he will be able to get.a job. 

eat pizza.” Thanks to Glen Dumont for help with the article. 


A Peter at his tent. 
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i Have a hard time getting your copy of OUR VOICE? 
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| want to subscribe. | am enclosing $50 paket Sog ocaaal ees Name o o 
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